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invisible enemy under the cover of stones was pouring torrents of fire upon
them. They were going on and on with their advance, with no Generals riding
in front of them, no banners waving over them, in their unstoppable movement
towards the sure death. That was at the Tugela, on the bloody day when
Peter's Hill was stormed.

I heard the Boers asked a Scot prisoner: "How long are you going to hold on
in Ladysmith? The soldier, exhausted by hunger and hardships, answered
proudly: "So long as we have cartridges!"

I saw how a platoon of Dublin Fusiliers taken by surprise by [Boer] mounted
patrols was fighting off with bayonets and butts, reluctant to think of
surrender. A wounded officer, bleeding, shouted in a hoarse voice to the
soldiers: "Fix bayonets! No surrender! (An episode from the Free State
campaign). Out of 12 men only two surrendered to US ••.',41

The after-effect of the war was a subject of interest for Russian representatives
later as well. Russian diplomat Poklevsky-Kozell wrote from London September 9,
1903, more than a year after the Peace Treaty between the Great Britain and the Boer
Republics had been signed on May 31, 1902. The letter contains some conclusions
made by the British about the past war.

"The dead season in the political life of the country after the closing of the
parliamentary session was interrupted some days before by the publication of
the Report of the Royal Commission about the South African War .

... The results obtained and published now are really astonishing. It came out
to be that there were no plans of the campaign and the generals dispatched one
by one to command the army received neither instructions nor directives.

The Head Quarters, improvised only after the declaration of the war was
functioning extremely badly. There were no field uniforms, saddles, and good
high boots. The rifles were badly adjusted and a great number of cartridges in
stock were unfit. The reserve of cavalry swords, albeit of extremely bad
quality, was only 80. In the commission's opinion, nothing at all was thought
over in advance.

Under such circumstances it is hard for me to believe that the Government of
Great Britain was trying intentionally to provoke the South African Republics
to start the war.

I would sooner agree with the opinion that it did not believe in the possibility
of war and hoped for President Kruger's pliability, and his ultimatum was a
great surprise.

The newspapers put the blame of irrelevance and incapability on persons who
were responsible for the lack of preparedness of the Army, and especially
blame the Marquis of Lansdowne, who was War Minister at the outbreak of
the War.

41 Augustus Evgeny Fiodorovich. Vospominaniya. Varshavsky voenny zhurnal, 1902,
3, pp.221-226.
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